
Why are female engineers needed?

What inspired you to become an engineer?

When I was a child, I was encouraged to be curious, to explore how things 

work, and to understand how Maths and computer programming help in 

everyday tasks. I had a great role model in my mum, who is a Maths teacher. 

In secondary school, I participated in mathematical and computing Olympiads, 

where I learnt many things and made very good friends. This experience led 

me to study Computer Science (CS) at a Faculty of Engineering.
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What has been your highest 

achievement to date?

While I could refer to some academic 

achievements, my proudest moment goes 

back to standing in front of primary school 

students to talk about science experiments 

and seeing their interest and amazement.

This was part of the MPLS Parents 

Ambassadors’ programme and the message 

we were trying to convey was that science is 

for everyone, that it is important for many 

aspects of their lives and that a STEMM 

career could offer many rewarding 
opportunities. 

How did you get started in engineering?

At University, the courses focused on the foundations of CS, including logics, 

maths and also software engineering, which is about the best practices for 

building software. My career started working as a Software Engineer first in e-

government and then in an IT company, building financial applications and 

code analysis tools. 

After that, as I enjoyed research, I decided to pursue a PhD in Computer 

Science, designing efficient solutions to retrieve distributed data on the web. I 

continued my career in academia at University College London and later at the 

University of Oxford, where both my theoretical and practical experience have 

proven really useful.

What is the best thing about

your job?

The best thing about my job is its potential 

for improving the way that all scholarly 

outputs are communicated and shared, 

which in turn can advance science faster 

by re-using and aggregating previous 

results. 

What attributes and skills help

you in your role?

In addition to the technical expertise around 

data science and software engineering, it is 

also important to be able to communicate 

effectively and build consensus for scientists 

to adopt the methods and tools we build. 

Have you experienced any 

gender-related challenges?

The gender imbalance in Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Mathematics and 

Medicine (STEMM) subjects provides 

evidence that there are many gender-

related challenges. These challenges may 

exist in the form of stereotypes or 

unconscious bias, which are in many cases 

opaque.

I have found that joining groups that aim to 

raise awareness of these challenges is 

useful to make the issues visible, which is 

the first step of finding solutions to resolve 

them. Other useful ways of overcoming 

challenges is to seek out role models and 

mentors that could provide advice.

“Diversity is important in all fields so that all views are considered 

and contribute to the creation of new products and methods, 

addressing diverse needs. Engineering is not an exception.”

What is your research area?

I specialise in creating models, methods, 

and software tools that help scientists 

handle the data they produce and/or 

consume for their research. The aim is 

that these models/methods/tools will 

help scientists structure their data, as 

well as communicate and repeat the 

steps followed to obtain the results.

Why should young women

choose engineering as a 

career?

Why shouldn’t they? A career as an 

engineer, in any of the possible disciplines, 

involves designing, building, using 

machines and structures to advance the 

current state of the art. Any individual can 

contribute to these tasks and finding them 

rewarding. 

Diversity is important in all fields so that all 

views are considered and contribute to the 

creation of new products and methods, 

addressing diverse needs. Engineering is 

not an exception. 

What is your top tip for girls 

considering Engineering? 

Be yourself, follow your dreams, find peer-

support groups and mentors for when things 

are not going as expected, eventually you 

could become a mentor for others in 
Engineering.

“Challenges may exist in the form of 

stereotypes or unconscious bias”

What is an average

day on the job like?

An average day on my job involves in equal 

measure creating and/or using data 

models, writing software, writing 

documentation or articles, and interacting 

with collaborators and people from the 

community that uses the models, methods 

and software tools that we have created.


