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ABSTRACT: Four three-dimensional (3D) inorganic-organic heterometallic Na-Bi benzenedicarboxylate (BDC) frame-
works, [NaBi(1,4-BDC)2(DMF)2], 1, [NaBi(1,4-BDC)2(DMF)(H2O)] 3 (DMF), 2, [NaBi(1,3-BDC)2(DMF)], 3, and [NaBi(1,3-
BDC)2(EtOH)], 4, have been synthesized under solvothermal conditions and their structures were determined by single
crystal X-ray diffraction. Compounds 1 and 2 have very similar channel structures in which infinite Na-O-Bi chains of one-
dimensional inorganic connectivity are linked by the 1,4-BDC anions into 3D structures (I1O2). Compound 2 was obtained
from 1 when it was exposed to moisture; it becomes amorphous when the solvent is removed from the channels on heating, but
the activated phase has a reasonably high surface area of 71m2/g fromnitrogen porosimetrymeasurements. Compounds 3 and 4
are isostructural except for the solvents; they contain Na-O-Bi layers that are linked into 3D structures (I2O1) by 1,3-BDC
anions. They are robust owing to their two-dimensional inorganic connectivity and retain their framework structures even after
the removal of the solvent molecules from the channels. However, the surface area of an activated sample of 3 is only 8 m2/g due
to the narrow apertures into the cavities. Tb3þ- and Eu3þ-doped 2 and 3 emit characteristic ligand-sensitized green and red
luminescence, respectively.

Introduction

Hybrid inorganic-organic frameworks have attracted
much attention in the past decade due to the growing ability
to design and synthesize these novel structures for tailor-made
properties and future applications.1-12 The main emphasis
has been on gas storage and separations, for which many
novel frameworks have been synthesized by the use of ligands
with various shapes, sizes, and functionalities.13-16 Another
important strategy is to create and utilize undercoordinated
metal sites in the frameworks for host-guest interactions
that could be harnessed for applications such as hydrogen
storage.17-25 Recently, coordinatively flexible alkali metal
ions have been employed in hybrid frameworks,26-29 where
their oxophilicity and H2 affinity can offer binding sites for
H2,CO2, andother guestmolecules.30-37Lithiumand sodium
are of particular interest due to their low gravimetric density
for gas storage applications.

The Bi3þ cation, with its geometrically flexible coordination
environments, can exist with or without an active lone pair of
electrons. It is well-known that in perovskites containingmetal
centers with ns2 electrons the lone pair can play a key role in
determining the collective properties such as superconductivity
and ferroelectricity.38-41 Compounds containing Bi3þ cations
are also used in oxidative catalysis and can act as lanthanide
hosts for optical applications.42-44 Several bismuth carboxy-
lates have been used as precursors for the ceramics thin-films,
but very few bismuth carboxylate frameworks have been
studied for porosity and related properties.45-48

The III-V heterometallic zeolite analogues such as the
AlPO4 family are a unique class of compounds with a wide
variety of novel structural features and applications.49,50 The
aluminum and phosphorus cations alternate in these frame-

works. It should clearly be possible to create three-dimensional
(3D) hybrid frameworks with analogous features, and this has
been realized in alkalimetal-lanthanide carboxylates51-54 and,
very recently, in lithium-boron series of zeolitic imidazolate
frameworks with Mþ and M3þ cation ordering.55-57 In the
present work, we describe a new family of bimetallic inorga-
nic-organic frameworks based upon benzenedicarboxylates
of Na and Bi. Compounds [NaBi(1,4-BDC)2(DMF)2], 1,
[NaBi(1,4-BDC)2(DMF)(H2O)] 3 (DMF),2, [NaBi(1,3-BDC)2-
(DMF)], 3, and [NaBi(1,3-BDC)2(EtOH)], 4, have been synthe-
sized and structurally characterized. All these compounds
adopt 3D structures with one-dimensional (1D) channels. We
describe their novel structural features and discuss properties
such as thermal stability, porosity, and rare-earth sensitized
photoluminescence.

Experimental Section

Synthesis and Characterization. Materials. Bi(NO3)3 3 5H2O
(Aldrich, 98%), Tb(NO3)3 3 5H2O (Acros, 99.9%), Eu(NO3)3 3 5H2O
(Aldrich, 99.9%), NaOH (Fisher, 99%), 1,4-benzenedicarboxylic
acid (1,4-H2BDC) (C8H6O4) (Acros, 98%), 1,3-benzenedicar-
boxylic acid (1,3-H2BDC) (C8H6O4) (Acros, 98%), Ethyl
alcohol (EtOH) (Fisher, 99%) and dimethyl formamide (DMF)
(Fisher, 99%) were used for the syntheses as purchased.

Synthesis of 1-4. In a typical synthesis of 1, a homogeneous
mixture of Bi(NO3)3 3 5H2O (0.1485 g, 0.3 mmol), 1,4-H2BDC
(0.2517 g, 1.5 mmol), NaOH (0.0243 g, 0.6 mmol), and DMF
(6 mL), was sealed in a 23 mL stainless steel reactor with a PTFE
liner and heated at 100 C for 3 days, then cooled to room tempera-
ture. Crystals of 1 were obtained in 96% yield [based on
Bi(NO3)3 3 5H2O]. Crystals of 2 were formed from 1 over a period
of few days at ambient conditions. The stability of 1 limited the
number of measurements that we were able to make. Replacement
of 1,4-H2BDC by 1,3-H2BDC in the synthesis of 1 yielded 95%
[based on Bi(NO3)3 3 5H2O] crystals of 3. Changing the solvent from
DMF to EtOH in the synthesis of 3 gave a mixture of crystals of 4
admixed with another unidentified powder phase. 2% Eu3þ and
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Tb3þ doped 2 and 3 were prepared by using the stoichiometric
amounts of Eu/Bi and Tb/Bi nitrates.

Elemental analyses of 1-3 were in good agreement with our
expectations. For 1, (C22H22N2NaBiO10) calcd (%): C, 37.37; H,
3.11; N, 3.96 and found (%): C, 36.89; H, 3.24; N, 3.91. For 2,
(C22H24N2NaBiO11) calcd (%): C, 36.44;H, 3.31;N, 3.87 and found
(%): C, 36.50; H, 3.04; N, 3.74. For 3, (C19H15NNaBiO9) calcd (%):
C, 36.0; H, 2.37; N, 2.21 and found (%): C, 35.69; H, 2.34 and
N, 2.35. It was not possible to obtain phase pure samples of 4 for
chemical analysis and other measurements.

Powder X-ray diffraction (PXRD) patterns were collected
using Cu KR radiation on a Bruker D8 powder X-ray diffracto-
meter with a position sensitive detector (LynxEye) and graphite
monochromator. The program PowderCell 2.4 was used for
simulation of powder patterns based upon our crystal struc-
tures. The patterns agreed well with those calculated for single-
crystal structure determination. Experimental and simulated
powder patterns of 1-3 are given in the Supporting Information
(Figures S1-S3).

Infrared spectroscopy was performed at room temperature in the
mid-IR range on a Bruker Tensor 27 infrared spectrometer
equipped with an ATR diamond cell. Compounds 1-3 showed
characteristic bands for the functional groups. The bands around
1550 and 1350 cm-1 can be assigned to carboxylate νas CdO and
νs CdO stretching, and the absence of a band at 1700 cm-1 confirms
the binding of deprotonated carboxylate groups to the cations. The
band at 3435 (νs O-H) indicates the presence of hydroxyl groups and
its ligation to the cations in 2. Infrared spectra are given in the
Supporting Information (Figures S4 and S5).

Thermogravimetric analyses (TGA) data were obtained on a TA
Instruments Q500 with a heating rate of 10 �C/min in air for 2 and 3

are as follows. For 2, the first weight loss of 22.9% (calc. 22.64%)
occurred around 200 �C and the second weight loss of 46.15% (calc.
45.28%) was in the 350-550 �C range. For 3, the first weight loss of
12.17% (calc. 11.53%) occurred around 270 �C and the second
weight loss of 52.26% (calc. 51.79%) was in the 350-450 �C range.
In both cases, the first weight loss corresponds to the loss of DMF
(2 and 3) and H2O (only in 2) molecules. The second weight loss
corresponds to the loss of BDC anions. All TGA plots are given in
the Supporting Information (Figures S6 and S7).

UV-visible and photoluminescence spectra on solid samples were
recorded using Perkin-Elmer Lambda 750 UV/vis (Deuterium and
Tungsten lamp) and LS55 fluorescence (Xenon lamp) spectrometers,

respectively.UV-visible spectra are given in the Supporting Informa-
tion (Figures S8 and S9).

Single Crystal Structure Determination. Single crystal structure
determination by X-ray diffraction was performed in the Kappa
geometry on a Bruker-Nonius diffractometer with a Roper CCD
detector, graphite monochromator and a Bruker-Nonius FR591
rotating anode X-ray source (MoKR radiation, λ=0.71073 Å) for
1-4. An empirical absorption correction based on symmetry-
equivalent reflections was applied using the SADABS program.58

The structures were solved and refined using the SHELXTL PLUS
suite of programs.59 For the final refinements, the hydrogen atoms
were placed geometrically and held in the riding mode. The hydro-
gen atoms on the water molecules were located in the difference
Fourier maps, and the O-H distances were constrained to 0.85 Å.
The final refinements included atomic positions for all the atoms,
anisotropic thermal parameters for all the non-hydrogen atoms,
and isotropic thermal parameters for the hydrogen atoms.Details of
the structure solution and final refinements for the compounds are
given in Tables 1 and 2.

Results and Discussion

Four 3D benzenedicarboxylates, 1-4, have been synthe-
sized solvothermally and characterized by X-ray diffraction
and other techniques. These compounds can be categorized
into two types of framework structures. Of these, compounds
1 and 2 are 1,4-benzenecarboxylates with 1D Na-O-Bi
inorganic connectivity. Compounds 3 and 4 are 1,3-benzene-
carboxylateswith two-dimensional (2D)Na-O-Bi inorganic
connectivity.

Type 1: Structures of 1,4-BDCs 1 and 2. The 3D 1,4-
benzenedicarboxylates 1 and 2, both containing chains of
alternating BiO8 and NaO6 polyhedra, which are further
connected to each other into a 3D structure (I1O2) with
rhombic 1D channels. Though both 1 and 2 have the same
framework structure, they differ in the arrangements of their
solvents in the channels. The coordinating DMF molecules
are projecting out into the channels from the chains in 1. The
extra coordinated water molecule in 2 replaces one of the
coordinatingDMFmolecule in 1 and displaces them into the
channels in 2, thus creating two types of channels: one

Table 1. Crystal Data and Structure Refinement Parameters for 1 and 2

structure parameter 1 2

empirical formula C22H22N2O10NaBi C22H24N2O11NaBi
formula weight 706.39 724.40
crystal system monoclinic monoclinic
space group P21/c (No. 14) P21/c (No. 14)
a /Å 7.0800(1) 7.0115(4)
b /Å 17.3265(4) 18.1472(9)
c /Å 20.8512(5) 20.1667(11)
R /� 90 90
β /� 100.004(52) 96.509(3)
γ /� 90 90
V /Å3 2516.60(15) 2549.5(2)
Z 4 4
D (calc) /g cm-3 1.864 1.887
μ /mm-1 7.081 6.995
total data collected 28379 26007
unique data 5755 5773
observed data [I > 2σ(I)] 4857 4467
Rmerg 0.0439 0.0684
R indexes [I > 2σ(I)] R1=0.0311a R1=0.0485a

wR2=0.0675b wR2=0.1046b

R indexes [all data] R1=0.0415a R1=0.0682a

wR2=0.0711b wR2=0.1152b

goodness of fit (GOF) 1.078 1.035

a R1=Σ )F0| - |Fc )/Σ|F0|.
b wR2={Σ[w(F0

2 - Fc
2)2]/Σ[w(F0

2)2]}1/2.
w=1/[σ2(F0)

2 þ (aP)2 þ bP], P=[max(F0
2,0) þ 2(Fc)

2]/3, where a =
0.0210 and b=9.6402 for 1 and a = 0.0550 and b =11.1986 for 2.

Table 2. Crystal Data and Structure Refinement Parameters for 3 and 4

structure parameter 3 4

empirical formula C19H15NO9NaBi C18H13O9NaBi
formula weight 633.29 605.25
crystal system monoclinic monoclinic
space group P21/c (No. 14) P21/c (No. 14)
a /Å 10.0214(2) 10.0681(4)
b /Å 12.58210(10) 12.3768(3)
c /Å 15.7647(2) 15.9910(7)
R /� 90 90
β /� 100.9080(10) 106.1190(18)
γ /� 90 90
V /Å3 1951.86(5) 1914.32(12)
Z 4 4
D (calc) /gcm-3 2.155 2.100
μ /mm-1 9.110 9.282
total data collected 28531 21060
unique data 4455 4384
observed data [I > 2σ(I)] 4094 3422
Rmerg 0.0398 0.0670
R indexes [I > 2σ(I)] R1=0.0280a R1=0.0376a

wR2=0.0650b wR2=0.0699b

R indexes [all data] R1=0.0318a R1=0.0575a

wR2=0.0666b wR2=0.0754b

goodness of fit (GOF) 1.063 1.031

a R1=Σ )F0| - |Fc )/Σ|F0|.
b wR2={Σ[w(F0

2 - Fc
2)2]/Σ[w(F0

2)2]}1/2.
w=1/[σ2(F0)

2 þ (aP)2 þ bP], P=[max(F0
2,0) þ 2(Fc)

2]/3, where a =
0.0270 and b = 6.2703 for 3 and a = 0.0222 and b=5.1803 for 4.
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contains coordinated DMF molecules while the other has
coordinated water molecules and extra-framework DMF
molecules. They also have different geometries around the
Bi3þ cation; the coordination is hemidirected in 1 and
halodirected in 2. The finer details of these structures are
described below.

The 3D 1,4-benzenedicarboxylate, [NaBi(1,4-BDC)2-
(DMF)2], 1, has an asymmetric unit of 36 non-hydrogen
atoms with one each of Bi3þ and Naþ cations, two 1,4-
benzenedicarboxylate (1,4-BDC) dianions, and two DMF
molecules. The Bi3þ cation is eight-coordinated from eight
oxygen atoms from four different BDC anions and is hemi-
directedwith a stereochemically active lone-pair of electrons.
TheBi-Obond distances are in the range of 2.226(6)-2.907-
(4) Å. The Naþ cation is six-coordinated by a distorted
octahedron of six oxygen atoms. Among the six, four are
from four different BDC anions and two are from twoDMF
molecules. The Na-O bond distances are in the range of
2.247(5)-2.453(6) Å. The two BDC anions, BDC-1 and
BDC-2, both exhibit similar coordination modes (2121)60

with a slightly longer Bi-O distance, 2.907(4) Å, involving
BDC-2. The carboxyl groups in the BDC anions chelate in a
bidentate manner with the Bi3þ cation but are monodentate
with the Naþ cation. The torsional angles between the two
carboxyl groups are 14.139(8) and 43.618(6)� in BDC-1 and
BDC-2, respectively. These connectivities lead to the forma-
tion of an infinite O-Na-O-Bi-O 1D inorganic connectiv-
ity along the a-axis (Figure 1). The Na 3 3 3Bi distances within
the chains are 3.747(1) (corner sharing) and 3.459(3) Å (face
sharing). The shortest Na 3 3 3Na/Bi 3 3 3Bi within the chains
are 7.142(4) Å along the a-axis. The shortest Na 3 3 3Na and
Bi 3 3 3Bi distances between the adjacent chains are 10.334(4)
and 9.957(2) along the b-axis and 10.348(5) and 10.364(4) Å
along the c-axis, respectively. The structure without the
DMF molecules possesses 42.3% solvent accessible void
space based on a PLATON calculation.61

Compound [NaBi(1,4-BDC)2(DMF)(H2O)].(DMF), 2,
has a related 3D structure (I1O2) as in 1. 2 has an extra
coordinated water molecule in the asymmetric unit, which
coordinates to both Bi3þ and Naþ cations. The lattice DMF
molecules residing in the channels having intra- and inter-
molecular hydrogen bonding interactions among themselves
and with the projecting water molecules. The Bi3þ cation is
eight-coordinated from seven oxygen atoms from four dif-
ferent BDC anions and one terminal water molecule, but
unlike in 1, here it is halodirected with a stereochemically
inactive lone-pair of electrons due to the water molecule.
The Bi-O bond distances are in the range of 2.284(5)-
2.877(6) Å. The Naþ cation is six-coordinated with a dis-
torted octahedron from six oxygen atoms. Among the six,
four are from four different BDC anions, one is from the
coordinated DMF molecule and the other is from the
terminal water molecule. The Na-O bond distances are in
the range of 2.275(7)-2.392(6) Å. The two BDC anions
in the asymmetric unit, BDC-1 and BDC-2, exhibit differ-
ent coordination modes: (2121) for BDC-1 and (2120) for
BDC-2. Both carboxyl groups of the BDC-1 anion chelate in
a bidentate manner with one Bi3þ cation but are monoden-
tate with the Naþ cation (21), as in 1. In BDC-2, only one
of the carboxyl groups exhibits the (21) mode and the
other exhibits a bidentate mode (20) through only one of
the oxygen atoms. The torsional angles between the
two carboxylic groups are 10.005(8) and 8.680(8)� in BDC-1
and BDC-2, respectively. These connectivities lead to the

formation of an infinite O-Na-O-Bi-O 1D inorganic
connectivity along the a-axis (Figure 2a). These chains of
alternating edge and face sharing BiO8 and NaO6 polyhedra
are further connected to four other such chains into a 3D
structure (I1O2) with two types of rhombic 1D channels
(Figure 2b). The Na 3 3 3Bi distances within the chains are
3.638(3) (edge sharing) and 3.471(3) Å (face sharing). The
shortest Na 3 3 3Na/Bi 3 3 3Bi within the chains are 7.012(2) Å
along the a-axis. The shortest Na 3 3 3Na and Bi 3 3 3Bi dis-
tances between the adjacent chains are 10.169(4) and
9.743(2) along the b-axis and 10.110(4) and 10.092(6) Å
along the c-axis, respectively. The structure without the
water and DMF molecules possesses 44.6% of the solvent
accessible void space based on a PLATON calculation.61

Type 2: Structures of 1,3-BDCs 3 and 4. The 3D 1,3-
benzenedicarboxylates 3 and 4 both have the same perfo-
rated 2D inorganic layer based upon 10-membered sodium/
bismuth rings. The layers are further connected to each other
into a 3D structure (I2O1) with rhombic 1D channels. 3 and 4
have different solventmolecules in their channels. The details
of these structures are described below.

The 3D 1,3-benzenedicarboxylate, [NaBi(1,3-BDC)2-
(DMF)], 3, has an asymmetric unit of 35 non-hydrogen
atoms with one each of Bi3þ and Naþ cations, two 1,3-
benzenedicarboxylate (1,3-BDC) dianions, and a N,N-
dimethylformamide (DMF) molecule. The Bi3þ cation is
nine-coordinated fromnine oxygen atoms from five different
BDC anions and is halodirected with no active lone-pair of
electrons. The Bi-O bond distances are in the 2.332(2)-
2.753(3) Å range. The Naþ cation is six-coordinated to a

Figure 1. (a) The infinite O-Na-O-Bi-O 1D inorganic connec-
tivity along the a-axis and (b) the view of the 3D structure (I1O2)
with rhombic 1D channels down the a-axis in 1.



Article Crystal Growth & Design, Vol. 10, No. 4, 2010 1739

distorted octahedron from six oxygen atoms. Among the six,
five are from five different BDC anions and one is from a
terminal DMF molecule. The Na-O bond distances are in
the 2.258(4)-2.634(3) Å range. The twoBDCanions, BDC-1
and BDC-2, exhibiting different coordination modes: (2121)
for BDC-1 and (2222) for BDC-2. The carboxylic groups in
the BDC-1 anion are bidentate with one Bi3þ cation and
monodentate with one Naþ cation to a (21) mode. Unlike in
BDC-1, the two carboxyl groups of the BDC-2 anion exhibit
different binding modes. Though both exhibit the (22) mode
and are bidentate with one Bi3þ cation, in addition, one
carboxyl group is monodentate with two Naþ cations, the
other monodentate with a Naþ cation and one more Bi3þ

cation. The torsional angles between the two carboxylic
groups are 17.977(4) and 32.114(3)� in BDC-1 and BDC-2,
respectively. These connectivities lead to the formation of an
infinite O-Na-O-Bi-O 1D inorganic connectivity along
the b-axis with alternative edge and face sharing. The chains
connect to each other through the alternative edge shared
bismuth polyhedra into an infinite O-Na-O-Bi-O 2D
inorganic connectivity (I2) perpendicular to the a-axis
(Figure 3). These layers, which are 10.021(3) Å apart
(shortest Na 3 3 3Na and Bi 3 3 3Bi distances between adjacent
the layers), are bridged by the BDC anions into a 3D
structure (I2O1) with rhombic 1D channels. The coordinat-
ing DMFmolecules project out into these channels from the
layers (Figure 4a). The Na 3 3 3Bi distances within the layers
are 3.892(2) (edge sharing) and 3.536(3) Å (face sharing). The
shortest Na 3 3 3Na and Bi 3 3 3Bi within the layers are 6.481(4)
and 4.389(3) Å, respectively. The structurewithout theDMF
molecules possesses 24.6% of solvent accessible void space
based on a PLATON calculation.61

The other 3D 1,3-benzenedicarboxylate, [NaBi(1,3-
BDC)2(EtOH)], 4, also has the same framework structure
(I2O1), in which 2D inorganic Na-O-Bi layers (I2) are

bridged by the BDC anions as in 3, except the terminal
DMF molecule was replaced by the ethanol (EtOH) mole-
cule (Figure 4b). It has an asymmetric unit of 29 non-
hydrogen atoms. The Bi-O bond distances are in the
2.359(5)-2.782(4) Å range. The Na-O bond distances are
in the 2.309(5)-2.5204(3) Å range. The torsional angles
between the two carboxylic groups are 18.522(4) and
33.281(6)� in BDC-1 and BDC-2 respectively. The Na 3 3 3Bi
distances within the layers are 3.905(2) (edge sharing) and
3.507(2) Å (face sharing). The shortest Na 3 3 3Na and
Bi 3 3 3Bi within the layers are 6.429(3) and 4.425(4) Å,
respectively. Adjacent layers are separated by a distance of
10.068(5) Å apart (shortest Na 3 3 3Na and Bi 3 3 3Bi dis-
tances). The structure without the EtOHmolecules possesses
21.6% of solvent accessible void space based on a PLATON
calculation.61

Influence ofOrganic Ligands on the InorganicConnectivity.

The angle of disposition (ϑ) between the two carboxylic
groups in the 1,4- and 1,3-benzenedicarboxylic acids seems
to play a crucial role in the overall dimensionality as well
as the inorganic connectivity of the resulting hybrid
frameworks. In the present study, the 3D (I2O1) 1,3-benze-
nedicarboxylates, 3 and 4, with (ϑ) of 120� have 2D inor-
ganic Na-O-Bi connectivity, whereas the 3D (I2O1) 1,4-
benzenedicarboxylates, 1 and 2 with (ϑ) of 180� have 1D
inorganic Na-O-Bi connectivity. The close disposition in 3

and 4 favors the formation of 2D inorganic Na-O-Bi
connectivity with amore robust framework than compounds
1 and 2.

Figure 3. The infinite O-Na-O-Bi-O 2D inorganic connectivity
within the b-c plane in 3.

Figure 4. The view of the 3D structure (I2O1) with 1D channels
down the b-axis (a) in [NaBi(1,3-BDC)2(DMF)], 3 and (b) in
[NaBi(1,3-BDC)2(EtOH)], 4.

Figure 2. (a) The infinite O-Na-O-Bi-O 1D inorganic connec-
tivity along the a-axis and (b) the view of the 3D structure (I1O2)
with rhombic 1D channels down the a-axis in 2.
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Porosity. Attempts were made to remove the solvent
molecules from 2, both by direct heating and by solvent
exchange. These treatments always gave a poorly crystalline
material, 20. The quantitative incorporation of one molecule
of water per formula unit in 1 and the resulting formation of
2 under ambient conditions indicate the potential oxophilic
interaction of the host framework with other molecules, too.
Though poorly crystalline and lacking any long-range order,
20 shows residual porosity and sorption characteristics to
specific molecules. N2 and H2 sorption measurements at
77 K were carried out to explore the porosity and hydrogen
storage behavior. At 77K and 113 kPa, the hydrogen uptake
capacity of 20 is 0.48 wt % with a Langmuir surface area
of 141.3 m2/g (Figure S10, Supporting Information). The
type-1 like N2 sorption isotherm indicates a Langmuir sur-
face area of 71.07m2/g and aBET surface area of 71.43m2/g.

Unlike in 2, the attempts to remove the solvent DMF
molecules from 3 are successful by a simple thermal treat-
ment at 270 C. The resulting compound retains the frame-
work structure of 3. PXRD, CHN analysis, TGA and IR
spectroscopy confirm that the resulting compound is NaBi-
(1,3-BDC)2, 3

0. The framework stability can be attributed to
the presence of the robust Na-O-Bi 2D inorganic connec-
tivity in 3. However, an N2 sorption isotherm at 77 K gave a
Langmuir surface area of only 8.28 m2/g and with type-2
nonporous behavior, though at about P/Po of 0.95, the
adsorbed quantity of N2 increased slightly. An H2 sorption
isotherm at 77 K (Figure S11, Supporting Information) gave
a Langmuir surface area of 10.8 m2/g and with type-2
nonporous behavior, but at about the P/Po of 0.95, the
adsorbed quantity of H2 started increasing with a hysteresis.
We speculate that this behavior could be due to the gate
opening of the pores at higher pressures.

The PXRD pattern for 30, is shown in the Supporting
Information, Figure S3. The unit cell a = 9.83 (1), b =12.73
(2), c=15.53 (1), β=94.34 (1), and V = 1937.78 (3), closely
resembles that of compound 3. The absence of theDMFpeaks
in the IR spectra of 30 (Supporting Information, Figure S5)
and TGA data (Supporting Information, Figure S7) also
suggest 30 is a desolvated form of 3. The lack of porosity
of 30 might be caused by a slight twisting in the benzenedi-
carboxylate torsional angles resulting in a smaller aperture to
the channels.

Optical Properties. In order to induce multifunctional
properties and investigate the sensitized luminescence,62,63

we have partially doped Tb and Eu (2 mol%) at the Bi site in
2 and 3. The room temperature photoluminescence proper-
ties of all the compounds were studied using an excitation
wavelength of 305 nm. The emission spectrum of the un-
doped compounds show a broad peak centered at∼420 nm.
This emissionmay be attributed to intraligand luminescence,
(nrπ*) or (πrπ*).Apreliminary optical emission study of
the doped compounds, 2a (2 mol%Tb), 2b (2 mol%Eu), 3a
(2mol%Tb), and 3b (2mol%Eu)was carried out underUV
excitation. Very efficient red and green emissions visible to
the naked eye were observed for the Eu3þ and Tb3þ doped
samples, respectively (inset in Figures 5 and 6). The excitation
spectra have a band maximum around 305 nm, confirming
that the energy transfer takes place from the ligand to the
M3þ ion. The intersystem crossing (ISC) from the singlet to
the triplet excited state of the 1,4-BDC anion occurs, fol-
lowed by the energy transfer to the 5D4 state of Tb3þ ions
and to the 5Dj, j=3, 2, 1, 0 state of Eu3þ ions.64 In the Tb3þ

doped compounds, 2a and 3a, the emission from the 5D4 f

7Fj states is responsible for the green luminescence. In Eu3þ

doped compounds 2b and 3b, the emission from the 5D0f
7Fj

states is responsible for the red luminescence. The main
emission band of the intra ligand luminescence is suppressed.
The intensity ratio, I(5D0 f

7F2)/I(
5D0 f

7F1) = R, can be
used to reveal the symmetry around the Eu3þ ion. The higher
the symmetry, the lower is the ratioR.65 The lowerR value in
2b compared to 3b indicates a higher symmetry level of the
coordination environment of the Eu3þ site in 2b. This corro-
borates well with the fact that the eight coordinatedmetal ion
(as in 2) is more symmetric than the nine coordinated one (as
in 3). The intraligand emission at 420nm is not quenched fully
in 2b compared with 3b. The presence of a coordinated water
molecule and its associated vibrational relaxation processes
in 2b may interfere in the quenching process and the 2D
inorganic connectivity in 3b could also play a role.

Conclusions

Four inorganic-organic heterometallic Na-Bi benzenedi-
carboxylates with 3D structures have been synthesized and
structurally characterized. The 1,4-benzenedicarboxylates 1

and 2 have infinite Na-O-Bi chains of 1D inorganic con-
nectivity which are linked by the 1,4-BDCanions to create 3D
structures (I1O2), whereas the 1,3- benzenedicarboxylates 3

and 4, contain infinite Na-O-Bi layers with 2D inorganic
connectivity that are linked by the 1,3-BDC anions into a 3D
structure (I2O1). The angle of disposition (ϑ) between the two
carboxylic groups in the 1,4- and 1,3-benzenedicarboxylic
acids seems to play a crucial role on the overall dimensionality
as well as the inorganic connectivity of the resulting hybrid
frameworks. Activated 2 exhibits a reasonable level of H2

storage capacity at 77 K, though, lacks long-range structural
integrity. Compounds 3 and 4 are robust and retain their
framework structures even after the removal of the solvent

Figure 5. (a) Photoluminescence spectra of 2a (2 mol % Tb) and
(b) 2b (2 mol % Eu). Inset shows corresponding samples under UV
exposure.

Figure 6. (a) Photoluminescence spectra of 3a (2 mol % Tb) and
(b) 3b (2 mol % Eu). Inset shows corresponding samples under UV
exposure.
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molecules, probably due to their 2D inorganic connectivity.
However, they exhibit very little accessible porosity. Char-
acteristic ligand sensitized lanthanide centered luminescence is
demonstrated inTb3þ- andEu3þ-dopedderivatives of 2 and 3.
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